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SSURED that Man, Individual Man may juſt- 
ly claim Liberty as his birthright, we naturally 
conclude that, as a member of Society, it becomes 
his indiſpenſable duty to preſetve inviolate that Li- 
berty for the benefit of his fellow citizens, and of his 
and their poſterity. 
For, as in aſſociating, he gave up certain of his 3 
Rights, in order to ſecure the poſſeſſion of the re- 
mainder, and voluntarily yielded up only as much as 
was neceſſary for the general good - ſo he may not 
barter away the Liberties of his Poſterity, nor deſert | 
the common cauſe by tamely and ſupinely ſuffering to | 
be purloined from the people, of whom he makes a 
part, their natural and unalienable Ricayrs of RE“ 
SISTANCE to OPPRESSION, and of SHARING IN THE 
GovERNMENT OF THEIR CoUNTRY.— Without the 
full and uninterrupted exercife of which Ricars, no 
man can with truth call himſelf or his Country free. 
Fet of late, the very men who have dared. to op- 
reſs the nation, have alſo dared to advance, that a!! 
| Reſiſtance to their Oppreſſion is illegal; while, on the 
other hand, FR AUD OR Force, ſanctioned by Cuſ- 
tom and blind Submiſſion, has withdrawn, and now 
withholds, from a very great majority of the Tax- 
paying, induſtrious and uſeful Inhabitants of Great- 
Britain, the Ric HT of ſharing in the Government of & 
their otoen Commonwealth, and in the management 
of their own Intereſts. | | 
The few who are now permitted to. ele&t Repre- 
ſentatives, and thoſe who are choſen by this ſmell 
number of Ilefors, diſgrace the country at large, by 
buying and ſelling Votes, by corrupting and being. cor- 4 
ruptea the former by their behaviour at Elections, | 
and the latter by their conduct in the Senate - more | 
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chan ſufficient to prove, that THz Narrow 15 Ux- 
REPRESENTED, and that THE PRESENT SYSTEM 18 
TOTalLy UNCONSTITUTIONAL —if by the Word 
Conſtitution, any thing 15 meant. 

Rouſed at laſt from their Torpor, and eager to re- 
med the Evil, - various, numerous, and reſpeCt- 
able Societies have been formed by che People, in 
di Ferent parts of the Kingdom, ſeveral have alſo ariſ- 
en in the Metropolis; and among them /e London 
Correſponding Society, with modeſty, but with firm- 
neſs, claim the attention of their Country to the fol. 
lowing Reſolutions : 

rea, 

I. That every Individual has a Right to ſhare in 
the Government of that Society of which he is a 
member—unleſs incapacitated. 

IT. That, nothing bur non-age, privation of rea- 
ſon, or an offence againſt the general laws of Society, 
can incapacitate him, 

III. That, it is no leſs the Rica than the Dur v 
of every Citizen to keep a watchful Eye on the Go- 
vernment of his Country, that the Laws by bein 
multiplied do not degenerate into Oppreſſion ; and that 
thoſe who are entruſted with - the Government, do not 
ſubſtitute Private Intereſt for Public Advantage. 

IV. That, the People of Great Britain are not ef- 
. feflually repreſented in Parliament. 

V. That, in confequenee of a partial, unequal, 
and therefore inadequate Repreſentation, together with 
the corrupt method in which Repreſentatives are 
elected; Oppreſſive Taxes, unjuſt Laws, reſtrictions, 
0 Liberty, and waſting of the Public Money, have 

enſued. 

VI. That, the only Remedy to thoſe Evils, is a 
fair, equal, and impartial Repreſentation of the Peo- 
ple in Parliament. 

VII. That a fair, equal, and impartial Repreſen- 
tation can never take place until all partial privileges 
are abohſhed. 

VIII. That this Society do expreſs their abhor- 
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rence of Tumult and Violence aiming at Reform, 
not Anarchy Reaſon, Firmnefs, and Unanimity are 
the only arms, they themſelves will employ, or 
perſuade their Fellow Citizens, to exert, againſt 


ABUSE oF POWER. 
Signed by Order of the Committee, 
T. HARDY, SECRETARY, 


April 29, 1792. 
THE 
LONDONCORRESPONDING SOCIETY 
TO THE 


NATION AT L AUR 


Hereas it is notorious, that very numerous, bur- 
thenſome, and unneceſſary Taxes are laid on the 
perſons and families of us, and others, the Induſtrious 
Inhabitants of Great Britain, an exceedingly great 
Majority of whom are, notwithſtanding, excluded 
from all Repreſentation in Parliament :” 

And as upon enquiry into the Cauſe of this Griev- 
ance, which 1s at once, an obſtruction to our Induftry, 
and Diminution of our Property, we find that the 
Pn yu of our Country (which was purchaſed 
for us at the expence of the lives of our Anceſtors) 
has by the Violence and Intrigue of Criminal and 
Deſigning Men, being injured and undermined in its 
molt eſſential and important parts: but particularly 
in the Houſe of Commons, where the whole of the 
ſuppoſed Repreſentation of the People is neither 
more nor lefs than an Uſurped Power, arifing either 
from Abuſes in the mode of Election and Duration cf 
. Parliaments, or from a corrupt Property in certain 
decayed Corporations, by means of which the Liber- 
ties of this Nation are bafely bartered away for th 
private profit of Members of Parliament. 


And as it further appears to us, that until this 


Source of Corruption ſhall be cleanſed by the Infor- 
mation, Perſeverance, Firmneſs, and Union of the 

People at large, we are robbed of the Inheritance fo 
acquired for us by our Forefathers : and that our 
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Taxes, inſtead of being leſſened, will go on increaſ- 
ing; inaſmuch as they will turniſh more Bribes, Pla- 
ces, and Penſions to our Miniſter and Members of 
Parliament. 

It being reſolved by us, the Members of this So- 
ciety, to unite ourſelves into one firm and perma- 
nent Body, for the purpoſe of informing ourſelves 
and others of the exact State of the preſent Parlta- 
mentary Repreſentation—for obtaining a peaceful but 
adequate Remedy to this intolerable Grievance—and 
for correſponding and co-operating with other Socie- 
ties united for the ſame Objects. The following Re- 
gulations for the internal order and government of 
our Society, have been unanimouſly adopted: 

Firſt. That every perſon, before he is admitted, 
ſhall be propoſed by two Members, and ſhall an- 
{wer in the affirmative to the three following Queſ- 
tions, viz. 

Queſtion I. Are you convinced that the Parliamen- 
tary Repreſentation of this Country is at preſent inade- 
gquate and imper ect. 

Q. II. Are you thoroughly perſwaded that the welfare 
of theſe Kingdoms requires that every perſon of adult 
years, in poſſeſſion of his reaſon, and not incapacitated 
by n ſhould have a vote for a Member of Parlia- 
ment : 

Q. III. Will you endeavour, by all juſtifiable means, 
to promote ſuch Reformation in Parliament? 

"Secondly. That the whole Body ſhall go under 
one common name of the London Correſponding Socie» 
ty, United for the Reform of Parliamentary. Kepreſen« 
tation. | | Og, | 

Thirdly. That for the more eaſy and orderly pro- 
ceeding of the Society, it be ſeparated into as many 
Diviſions as there ſhall be thirty Members to make 
up the number requiſite for ſuch Diviſion. And that 
no Diviſion ſhall divide again, till it amount to dou- 
ble ſuch number of Members ; at which time notice 
| ſhall be given tothe Committee of Delegates hereafter 
mentioned, by the then Delegate of ſuck Diviſion. 
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Fourthiy. That each Diviſion ſhall meet weekly, on 
any Evening (Thurſday excepted) at ſome houſe to 
be choſen by themſelves, and appoint a Chairman for 
the good order thereof: and alſo ſhall name a Dele- 
gate as hereafter mentioned. 

Fiſthly. That each Member ſhall pay to the Secre- 
tary of his Divifion One Penny per Week, or One 
Shilling and a penny per Quarter ; which ſhall be 
credited to the account of ſuch Member in a Book to 
be kept for that purpoſe. That all Money fo paid 
ſhall be tranſmitted Monthly by the Delegate of ſuch 
Diviſion, to the Treaſurer, who is to account with the 
Body, of Delegates for the ſame, on the four uſual 
Quaſter- days. 8 

Sixthly. That the Sums fo paid to the ſaid Trea- 
ſurer ſhall formone common Stock, to be applied by 
the ſaid Delegates in the poſtage of Letters, in Stati- 
onary, and in Printing ſuch matters as may be good 
for the information of the Society. But that before 
any expence whatever ſhall be incurred, the ſaid Dele- 
gates ſhall enquire of the Treaſurer what ballance he 
has in hand. 

Seventhly. That the Delegates ſo appointed ſhall 
meet on T hurſday in every Week, and ſhall continue 
in Office for three months; ſubject, however, to be 
recalled or ſuperceded by their ſeveral Diviſions be- 
fore the expiration of that time, if thought neceſſary. 
That being aſſembled, they ſhall name a Chairman 
and Secretary, who ſhall both fign all the public 
Acts of the Society. | 

Eighthly. That ſuch Delegates ſo aſſembled, ſhall 
in the firſt place communicate the Wiſhes of their ſe- 
veral Diviſions, relative to any objects of the Society. 
That they ſhall be authorifed to anſwer any Cotreſ- 

ondence, which may require immediate attention; 
and afterwards ; that each Delegate ſhall report the 
ſame to his reſpective Diviſion, Alſo, that they ſhall 
confider of the general ſtate of the Society ; but ſhall 
on no account publiſh any New Principle, or Set of 
Principles, until the ſame ſhall be approved by a Ma- 


Jjority of the Individual Members of the Society at 

arge. | | 

 Ninthly. That it ſhall be neceſſary for Two Thirds 
of the ſaid Delegates to form a committee for the diſ- 

patch of Buſineſs. And | | 

 Tenthly. That theſe Reſolutions and Regulations 
be Printed for the Members of the Society, and that 

a Copy be given to each Member on his admiſſion. 


MAURICE MARGAROT, CnaiRMaAN. 
THOMAS HARDY, Stcrtrtary. 
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Fox As uc as it is poſſible that the grounds of our 
Complaint may be denied, and that our Views and 
Principles may be miſrepreſented, we deſire that every 
one will ſeriouſly confider and treaſure in his memory 
the ſtate of ſcandalous facts which follow. Let him 
thenaſk himſelf, whether it be the part of a good Citi- 
zen tofit quiet under ſuch abuſes, which have not only 
encreaſed, but are at this moment encreafing ; and 
which ought therefore to be remedied without delay. 

Till the reign of Henry VI. it was not neceffary 
for the Inhabitant of a County to have a Freehold 
eſtate of 408. a year, in order to vote for the Repre- 
ſentative of his county. But the Statute of that king, 

aſſed in the year 1429, under pretence of prevent- 
ing diſputes at Elections, moſt unjuſtly deprived a 
great part of the Commons of this Nation of the right 


| of conſenting to thoſe Taxes which, notwithſtanding, 


they were compelled to pay, juſt as if ſuch right had 
not been taken from them. . 
Till che reign of Queen ANNE, it was not neceſſary 
for the Inhabitant of a County to have 600l. a Year, 
Freehold or Copyhold Eſtate, in order to his being 
elected the Repreſentative of his County. But the 
Statute of that queen, paſſed in the year 1710, under 
pretence of the Freedom of Parliament, excluded all 
perſons not poſſeſſed of ſuch a property from our Re- 
preſentation, whatever be their Principles, their Abi- 
lities, or their Integrity, 


- 
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Till the Reign of WILLIAM III. Parliaments 
were of RiGcarT to be called Once a Year, or oftener 
if need be. But the Statute of that King, paſſed in 
the year 1694, under pretence of calling rhem more 
frequently, enacted, that they ſhould be holden once 
in Three Years at che leaſt. | 

Till the Reign of George I. Parliaments were 
therefore of Three Years duration. But che Statute 
of that King, paſſed in the year 1715, under preteace 
of a © reſtleſs Faction“ then exiſting in the Nation, 
uſurped a power of enaCting, that * Parliament ſhould 
reſpectively have continuance for Seven Years.” 

As for the ſuppoſed Repreſentation of the People, 
which is called the“ Commons of . in Par- 
liament aſſembled;“ 

The County of Cornwall contains in itſelf alone 
the privilege of ſending Forty: four Members to Par- 
liament, which is juſt one leſs in number than thoſe 
of the whole Kingdom of Scotland, containing up- 
wards of Three Millions of People. 

Of theſe Forty. four ſuppoſed Reproſentatives, two 
are elected by the Freeholders of the County: the 
reſt fit for Twenty-One Corporation N 3 of 


which 
EleQors 


Launceſton has o 10 * is the ty of Lord Elliot 
Leſkeard — _ 3 1 
Leſtwithizl, — 7 3 D. of Northumberland 
— — Lord Falmouth 
-Bodmyn, — — 18 — — Sir Francis Baſſet 
— — D. of Leeds, &c. 
Saltaſhh, — — 10 — — Sir Francis Baſſet 


| — — Judge Buller 


— 20 
Crampound, — 30 — — Lord Somers, &. 
Camelford, — , 6 — — Lord Camelford 
Penrhyn, — 50 — — Sir Francis Baſſet - 
Tregony, — 50 — — Lord Hertford 
Boffiney, — 20 — — Lord Bute 
St, Ives, — 60 — — Mr: Praed 
Fowey, — 26 — — Prince of Wales, &c. 

— — Lord Elliot 


St. Germains, — 6 . 
| St. Michael 


68) 


— D. of Northumberland, 
— Lord Lovaine 

— M. of Buckingham 

— Lord Falmouth, 


St, Michael, — 14 
N ewport, — 30 
St, Mawes, — 15 
Callington, — 30 


Electors 453 Members 42. 


To theſe we might add, of the ſame deſcrip- 
tion, twenty-eight Corporations, conſiſting of 
354 EleQtors, which ſend 56 members to that 
Houſe of Commons, which is ſo frequently and 
Jo falſely called the Democracy of the Nation; 
while the towns of Sheffield, Mancheſter, Bir- 
mingham, Leeds, Wolverhampton, &c. con- 
taining above three hundred thouſand people, 
have no EleQors or Repreſentatives whatever. 

Upon the whole it appears, that 257 ſup- 
We Repreſentatives of the people, making a 
majority of the Houſe of Commons, are returned 
by a Number of Voters not exceeding the thou- 
ſandth part of the Nation. | 

But as Providence has kindly furniſhed men, 
in every ſtation, with faculties neceſſary for 
Judging of what concerns themſelves, ſhall we 
the Multitude, ſuffer a few with no better right 
than ourſelves, to uſurp the power of governing 
us without Controul ? Surely not !---Let us ra- 
ther unite in one common Cauſe, to caſt away 
our Bondage; being aſſured, that in ſo doing, 
we are protected by a Jury of our Countrymen, 
while we are diſcharging a duty to ourſelves, 
to our Country, and to Mankind. 

ORDERED, that the Secretary of the Society 
do tranſmit Copies of the above to all the So- 
cieties in the Nation, engaged in the fame cauſe. 


London, May 24, 1792. 
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LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY N 
INHABITANTS or GREAT BRITAIN, U 


ON THE SUBJECT OF A | N 
LU 


PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 
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Unbleſt by Virtue, Government a League 

Becomes, a circling Junto of the Great, 

To rob by Law; Religion mild, a Yoke 

To tame the ſtooping Soul, a trick of State 

To maſk their Rapine, and to ſhare the Prey. 

Without it, what are Senates, but a Face Fg 
Of Conſultation deep and Reaſon free, F 
While the determin'd Voice and Heart are ſold ? 
What, boaſted Freedom, but a ſounding Name ? 

And what Election, but a Market vile, 

Of Slaves ſelf-bartered ? —— Thompſon's Liberty, 


FELLOW CITIZENS, 
OF every rank and of every ſituation in life, 
| Rich, Poor, High or Low; we addreſs you 
all as our Brethren, on a ſubje& of the higheſt - 
importance, and moſt intimately connected. with 
the welfare of every Individual who deems Liber- 
ty a Bleſſing, who partakes in the proſperity of 
his country, and who wiſhes to tranſmit as much 
of either as he poſſibly can, to poſterity. - 
Uninfluenced by party pique or ſelfiſh motives 
—no ways affrighted at the frowns of power 
not in the leaſt awed by the evidently hoſtile pre- 
paratious of a much alarmed Ariſtocracy, We, 
the London Correſponding Society, united with 
a view of obtaining a THoRoUGH PARLIAMENT= 
ARY REFORH M, anxiouſly demand your ſerious and 
moſt collected attention to the preſent VITIATED 
State of the Britiſh Government ; we entreat you 
to examine coolly and impartially the numerous 
abuſes that prevail therein, their deſtructive con- 
ſequences on the poor, and their evil tendency on 
all; as alſo the rapidity with which theſe abuſes 


encreaſe both in number and magnitude. 
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We next ſubmit to your examination an effec- 
tual mode of putting a ſtop to them. and of there- 
by reſtoring to our no leſs boaſted than impaired 
Conſtitution, its priſtine vigour and purity ; and 
we thereunto warmly ſolicit the junction of your 
efforts with ours. 

This great end however we believe attainable, 
ſolely, by the whole nation deeply impreſſed with 
a ſenſe of its wrongs, uniting, and as it were with 
one voice demanding of thoſe to whom for a while 
it has entruſted its Sovereignty, a Reſtoration of, 
ANNUALLY ELECTED PARLIAMENTS, UNBIASSED 


AND UNBOUGHTELECTIONS, AND AN EQUALREPRE- 
SENTATION OF THE WHOLE BoDY OF THE PEOPLE. 


Leaving to the Enemies of Freedom, all vio- 
lent, tumultuous and unconſtitutional proceed- 
ings, We invite you to peaceful, well regulated, 
and neighbourly meetings, wherein induſtrious 
worthy Citizens may as Honeſt Men, as good 
Patriots, in a reaſonable and ſenfible manner, 
laying aſide prejudice, ſeriouſly and earneſtly take 
into conſideration their Rights, and the Welfare 
of the preſent and ſucceeding Generations. 

As Men can never barter away the rights of 
their Poſterity---as encroachments on Liberty or 
Property ceaſe not to be Grievances from their 
being cuſtomary and of long-ſtanding---and as a 
Grievance 1s not the leſs felt for being denied by 
thoſe who caule it---feeling Grievances enormous, 
---ſeeing our Liberties encroached upon and en- 
deavoured to be entirely purloined from us---as 
alſo that our plaints are derided by Government, 
and ourſelves unlawfully menaced by thoſe in 
power, We call upon you all, Britons, to remem- 
ber your privileges as ſuch, and to aſſert your 
Rights as Men---to pay all proper regard to your 
native freedom; and to conſider that, being the 
property of no one man, nor of any ſet of men, it 
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is highly diſgraceful for you to ſuffer yourſelves 
any longer to be thus enſlaved and diſpoſed of as 
Cattle in a fair, as irrational Beaſts in a market, 
to the higheſt Bidder. 

Laying aſide all pretenſions to Originality, we 
claim no other merit, than that, of reconſidering 
and verifying what has already been urged in our 
common cauſe by the Duke of Richmond, Mr. 
Pitt, and their then Honeſt Party, years back, 
now differing from them, we ſupport with candour 
and Zeal (thereby proving ourſelves no Courtiers) 
the Banner of Truth already diſplayed againſt the 
Oppreſſors of mankind, and we take a Pride in 
acknowledging ourſelves a part of that uſeful claſs 
of citizens, which placemen (penſioned with the 
extorted produce of our daily labour) and proud 
Nobility wallowing in riches, (acquired ſome- 
how) affect to treat with a contempt too degrad- 
ing for human nature to bear, unlefs reconciled 
to it by the reflection that though their interiors 
in rank and fortune, we equal them in Talents 
and excel them in Honeſty. 

Still Friends and fellow Citizens, poſſeſſed of 
Souls far ſuperior to the evil Spirit influencing 
theſe Oppreſſors, theſe Debaſers of mankind; in- 
ſtead of hating we contemn them, and our motive 
is not vengeance but redreſs. 

A Conſtitution we are faid to poſſeſs, we are 
willing to believe it If good, it allows redreſs to 
a complaining people —if excellent, as many aſ- 
ſert, it muſt naturally point out the means thereof. 
Let it therefore be publickly and carefully ex- 
amined—if it is really what it ought to be—it 
cannot be too well known if faulty it cannot 
be too ſoon amended nor can that be done by a 
more competent Judge than the thus collected 
ſenſe of the whole Nation. KEE | 


It is the right of every Individual to be well 
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acquainted with the Laws that bind him! But how 
is the Peaſant, the Mechanic, the Manufacturer, 
to obtain that neceſſary Knowledge his time 
fully employed in labouring hard to provide a 
ſcanty meal for his family, and in earning where- 
with to ſatisfy the frequent and peremptory de- 
mands of ſurly Tax-gatherers—he has no leiſure 
for ſuch intricate political reſearches; and even 
was he, by ſtealing that leiſure from his labour or 
his ſleep, to acquire the deſired infight—ſtill with 
ſpirits depreſſed by his ſuffering, with fears en- 
creaſed by the clamorous threats of the penſioned 
all-devouring Locuſts in Office, the ſore oppreſſed 
ſubje& feels the Remedy to be far out of his reach, 
and dreads the conſequence of being even ſuppoſed 
to know how greatly he is wronged—Such being 
the forlorn ſituation of three fourths of the Na- 
tion, how are Britons to obtain information and re- 
dreſs? Will the Court, will Miniſtry afford either? 
Will Parliament grant them ? Will the Nobles or 
the Clergy eaſe the people's Suffering? No. Expe- 
rience tells us, and Proclamations confirm it, that 
the Intereſt and the Intention of Power are com- 
bined to keep the nation in torpid ignorance ! 
The only reſource then, Friends and fellow Ci- 
tizens, will be found in thoſe Societies which, in- 
ſtituted with a view to the public Good, promote 
a general inſtruction of our rights as men, expoſe 
the abuſes of thoſe in power, and point out the 
only conſtitutional, the only effectual means of 
forwarding a public inveſtigation, and obtaining a 
complete redreſs for a people in whoſe credulous 
ood nature originated their preſent difficulties. 
We will not hurt your feelings by a minute 
detail of our common grievances, you cannot be 
ignorant, Friends and fellow Sufferers, how gene- 
rally Power, Place, Penſion, and Title, are the re. 
wards of men whoſe ſervices to the Court have 
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been of the greateſt prejudice to the Country-. 
you paintully feel the conſequences; enercaſed 
Taxes, a great part of which are moſt vilely 
ſquandered - a heavy National Debt, begun with 
a deſign of forming a powerful and monied court- 
party; continued with nearly the ſame view, 
unto its preſent enormous bulk, and from its 
commencement militating againſt our Liberties ! 
Too viſible are the numerous encroachments on 
our Rights, too common the Inſolence of Office, 
the venality of Magiſtracy, the perverſion of the 
Laws, the letting looſe the Military on every oc- 
caſion, and thoſe occafions eagerly ſought. The 
ſubjets complaints derided---the one part of the 
Nation turned into Spies and Informers againſt 
the other---the---but wherefore more? Is here 
not enough to prove, beyond a doubt, that while 
we boaſt the beſt Conſtitution, the mildeſt Laws, 
the freeſt Government, we are in fact Slaves! 

Yet, Fellow Citizens! numerous as are our 
grievances, and clofe rivetted as weighty to the 
ſhackles on our Freedom; Reform one alone, 
and the others will all diſappear.— If we once re- 
gain an Annually-elefted Parliament, and that 
Parliament to be fairly choſen by all, the People 
will again ſhare in the Government of their 
Country, and their then unbought, unbiaſſed 
ſuffrages muſt undoubtedly ſelect a majority of 
Honeſt Members, while the very few unſound 
ones, that may accidentally obtain ſeats, will 
from the conſideration of their Annual Depen- 
dance on the People, think it highly adviſable to 
continue the diſguiſe that procured them their 
Election, and at leaſt wear the maſk of Honeſty 
---a Maſk neither at all times neceſſary. nor at 
all times worn in a Septennial Parliament. 

Let no man imagine himſelf unconcerned in 
the propoſed Reform-----Let ne one. think ſo 
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meanly of his ſituation or abilities, as to ſuppoſe 
his coming forward will be of no ſervice to the 
Cauſe of Liberty! Numbers, Union and Perſe— 
verance mult in the end be crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs, while compared with the ſmall efforts of 
each Individual aflociating and thereby counte- 
nancing the demand of the nation to be reſtored 
to its Conſtitutional Rights, How great will ap- 


pear the advantages reſulting therefrom !----- 
| An HONEST PARLIAMENT! 
An ANNUAL PARLIAMENTY!. 
A PARLIAMENT wxezrein EACH INDIVIDUAL 
WILL HAVE HIS REPRESENTATIVE. 


Soon then ſhould we ſee our Liberties reſtored, 


the Preſs free, the Laws ſimplified, Judges un- 


biaſſed, Juries independant, Needleſs Places and 
Penſions retrenched, Immoderate Salaries reduc- 
ed, the Public better ſerved, Taxes diminiſhed, 
and the neceſſaries of life more within the reach 
of the Poor, Youth better educated, Priſons leſs 
crowded, Old Age better provided for, and ſump- 
tuous Feaſts at the expence of the ſtarving Poor, 
leſs frequent.---Look not upon this, Dear Coun- 
trymen, as an enthuſiaſtic viſion ; but rather let 
us together take a calm and reaſonable review of 
{uch an honeſt Parliament afſembled----let us in 
idea curtail their Seſſion unto even the ſhort du- 
ration of three months in one year, or ſixty-four 
meetings for doing the annual buſineſs of the 
nation. Still five hundred Honeſt Men, meeting 
fixty-four times, with both Intention and Capa- 
city, to ſerve their Country, muſt do ſometbing- 


muſt employ their time ſomehow. Conteſted 
Elections, none, or very few, and ſoon determin- 


ed; Party Debates, none, the Intereſt of the 
People being one; Long Speeches much dimi- 


niſhed, Honeſt Men ſeeking Reaſon not Oratory; 
No placemen in the Senate, Corrupt Influence 
dies away, and with it all tedious, obſtinate, 
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Miniſterial oppoſition to meaſures calculated for 
the public good: Deteſting Chicanery, Oppreſ- 
ſion and Injuſtice of every kind, this Honeſt Par- 
liament, finding that the Laws wanted ſimpli- 
fication and arrangement, would ſet about it, 
however deſtructive their labours might prove to 
the ſordid Intereſt of an ambitious Judge, a proſti- 
tuted Council, a packed Jury, or a vile herd of Pet- 
tifoggers, Trading Juſtices, Bailiffs or Runners. 

Finding that a moſt extraordinary waſte of pub- 
lic money had taken place under the different pre- 
tences of Places Penſions, Contracts, Armaments, 
Subſidies, Secret Service Money, &c. our Honeſt 
and Annual Parliament would, after narrowly 
{crutinizing the ſame, retrench every ſum, need- 
leſſly or wickedly laid out. 

Recalling to their mind that wiſe and whole- 
ſome proviſion of the 12th of William III chap. 
2. enacting that All resolutions taken in the Privy 
Council ſhall be ſigned by ſuch of the Privy Council 
as ſhall advise and consent to the ame. They would 
call for an immediate renewal of that long ſuſ- 
pended Law, and by ſo doing all deſtructive ſecret 
Influence would be rooted up, and the People 
could then, at all times, diſcover who were their 
friends, and who their foes, 8 

The People's parliament, finding that under 
various pretences Grants of Common Land had 
been obtained by ſundry perſons ,no ways to the 
benefit of the Community, but very much to the 
diſtreſs of the poor, the ſame would be ſoon re- 
ſtored to the public, and the robbed peaſant again 
enabled Annually to ſupply his diſtreſſed family 
with an encreaſed quantity of bread out of the 
profit ariſing from the liberty regained of grazing 
a Cow, two or three Sheep, or a brood of Geeſe 
thereon. 9 | 
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With deteſtation would that Parliament view 
any man enjoying the emoluments of ſix or ſeven 
places either needleſs and overpaid, as requiring 
altogether but one. Officer, or elſe their ſeveral 
duties neglected, and the public thereby deprived 
of that ſervice for which they pay their money. 
" Numerous other Reforms would undoubtedly 
take place, even in the firſt Seſſion of Parliament 
ſo elected, dependent only on their Electors the 

cople; untorn therefore by Faction, undivided 
| by Party, uncorrupted by Miniſtry, and un influ- 

enced but by the public Good, Every tranſaction 
would tend to reform, and a ſtrict Oeconomy, its 
natural conſequence, might ſoon enable us to re- 
duce our Taxes; and by the Integrity of Parlia- 
ment, that reduction would light upon ſuch ob- 
jects as beſt might relieve the Poor. I his to the 
people would prove an advantageous and a novel 
Seſſion, and to an honeſt parliament not a tire» 
ſome one. | 

Therefore Britons, Friends, and fellow Citi- 
Zens, with hand and heart unite, claim what 1s 
your Right, perſevere and be Free: for who ſhall 
dare to withſtand our Juſt demands! —Opprefſion 
already trembling at the vocie of Individuals, will 
ſhrink away and diſappear for ever, when the 
Nation United ſhall aſſert its privileges, and de- 
mand their Reſtoration. | 
Signed by Order, 

M. MARGAROT, CHAIRMAN. 
T. HARDY, SkcRETARxT＋. 


Ordered, that the Secretary of this Society, do 
tranſmit Copies of the above to all the Societies 
in the Nation, eugaged in the ſame cauſe. 


London, 6th Auguſt, 1792. 


